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More than old books 

Plainfield Public Library’s Local History, 

Genealogy & Special Collections 

Department offers more than just old 

books!   Our Local History Collection, 

one of the largest in Union County, is 

composed of historical documents, 

photographs, blueprints, maps, 

newspapers, personal papers, and 

local organizations' records of 

significance in Plainfield and the 

surrounding communities. Our unique 

collections include Local Authors, Fine 

Arts, and Diversity Studies.  We have 

two genealogists on staff, who  can 

assist you with your own family history 

research. 
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History 

Plans for the 256-unit garden apartment 

project, to be known as Leland Gardens, 

were filed with the Plainfield Building 

Department in June 1949.  It was the 

largest project of its kind ever 

constructed in Plainfield—costing over 

$1 million and taking up a total of 14 

acres.  The apartments were completed 

and opened for business in 1950. 

Cole Family 

Leland Gardens was constructed on the 

old Estate of George W. Cole, which 

originally belonged to his ancestor, 

Mulford Cole. The Coles were farmers, 

and later ran a local funeral home.  

Mulford was a direct descendant of the 

Revolutionary War soldier, Jonathan 

Mulford, and of early New Jersey 

governor, Sir Philip Carteret. 


