
Come see what  
you can discover! 

Local History, 
Genealogy & 

Special 
Collections 

Department Visit the 

Plainfield Room 

on the lower level of the 

Plainfield Public Library 
 

800 Park Avenue 
Plainfield NJ 07060 

908-757-1111 ext. 1400 
E-mail: localhistory@plfdpl.info 

Website: www.plfdpl.info 

 

Discover the people,  
places, and events that 

shaped the city of  
Plainfield since the  

18th century. 

Our Policies 
Hours By Appointment: 
Weekdays: 9am to 4:45pm 
Closed on weekends 

Copying 
The following fees apply to items copied 
in the Plainfield Room: 

Computer print-outs & 
 photo copies – 25c per page 
Blueprints – 11” x 17” – $5 per page 

 
Copyright Information  
Reproductions of any materials from our 
collection are supplied for reference 
purposes only; some restrictions apply. 
The Plainfield Public Library is not 
responsible for the misuse of copyrighted 
material. Permission to publish 
photographic material must be applied 
for in writing. Permission to publish does 
not constitute a copyright clearance. 

Funding 
The Local History, Genealogy & Special  
Collections Department received an  
operating support grant from the New  
Jersey Historical Commission, a 
division of the Department of State.  
Additional funding is made possible by  
the Union County Office of Cultural & 
Heritage Affairs; the Plainfield Cultural & 
Heritage Commission; and the Plainfield 
Foundation. 

mailto:localhistory@plfdpl.info
http://www.plfdpl.info/


Online Research 

Historical Plainfield Photographs and Postcards 
20,000+ images 

Plainfield Architectural Drawings 
15,000+ records 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
Search the Courier News back to 1891 

Plainfield City Directories 
1868 to 1982 

Historical Local Newspapers 
1837 to 1918 

 
Ancestry.com Library Edition  

Family history information, with 5 billion names 

and 4,000 searchable databases. 

 
AmericanAncestors Database 

Access to over 110 million names in a variety of  
databases, making family research easy 

and efficient. 
 

FamilySearch Affiliate Library  

Explore the world's largest collection of free family 
trees, genealogy records and resources.  

 

HeritageQuest Online 

A comprehensive treasury of American genealogi-
cal sources, family histories, and more. 

 
Local Census Collection 

New Jersey state census records for Plainfield and 
the rest of Union County is held in microfilm 
format for the years 1865, 1885, 1895, 1905, 

and 1915. 

Success Stories 

“The Historic Preservation Commission   sent 
me here to use your blueprints. This is great!” 

“A friend told me what a wonderful  
collection Plainfield has.  I came to get as 
much information as I could to restore my 
home.” 

“The DAR told us about PPL and we have 
been able, with your help, to trace our  
family’s lineage.” 

“Once again, the Plainfield Public Library has 
been of great help to me in my work.   The 
result of the excellent research you did has 
provided answers to a number of  long-
standing questions.”  

Special Collections 
The Plainfield Public Library houses the 
largest local history collection in Union 
County. Our Special Collections include 
genealogy and family histories, fine arts, 
diversity studies, oral histories, New Jer-
sey and United States history, as well as 
the original Library collection from the 
1800s.  

Plainfield Reference Books 
Plainfield Schools Yearbooks 

Courier News Photograph Archive 

Detwiller Blueprint Collection 

Runyon/Memorial Funeral Records 

Historical Plainfield Photographs 

Historical Plainfield Postcards  

Plainfield Police Logs & Tax Ledgers 

Local Family Records 

Local Organizations Records 

Local Authors Collection 

http://collections.plainfieldlibrary.info/collections_browser/search;collection=blueprints/
http://collections.plainfieldlibrary.info/collections_browser/search;collection=photos/
http://collections.plainfieldlibrary.info/collections_browser/search;collection=postcards/
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